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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

CCall 706-6-7-781-180606

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ FOR ALL YOUR CON RETE NNCRETE NEEDSEEDS

MONTGOMERYMOMONTNTGTGGOMOMMEERYYRY
CONCRETECOONCRRETETETE

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973

or 706-745-6343

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Baby Gifts Home Decor
Jewelry and Women's Accesories

Forever Flowers Personalized Gifts
and more...

Mon-Thur 10-5   Fri 10-6   Sat 10-6   
267 B Cleveland St. Blairsville   (706) 230-9100 

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLEY HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling • Painting

Yard Maintenance
& Much More

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roong Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00
706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006

1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418

hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill
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Quilts of Valor...from Page 1A

Veteran James Lewis of Hiawassee is a World War II veteran 
who served in the U.S. Navy and Air Force Reserve. Here he is 
getting his Quilt of Valor at the Union County Farmers Market 
Saturday.          Photo by Jarrett Whitener
Perry of Blairsville, Navy; and 
Todd McCarley, formerly of 
Blairsville, Navy. 

QOV Liaison Susan 
Young of Murphy opened the 
occasion, remarking on the 
importance of honoring veterans 
and letting them know that the 
community cares about them 
and appreciates their service. 

“Quilts of Valor is a 
national group, and our quilters 
guild here in Blairsville, the 
Misty Mountain Quilters’ Guild, 
has been doing this since 2012,” 
Young said. “We stitch them 
together with fabrics of red, 
white, blue and gold.” 

Added Young, “We have 
lots of folks with lots of skills 
that put these quilts together 
specifically for our veterans. 
We love y’all, and especially 
during this week and Veterans 
Week, we wanted to honor our 

veterans. 
“We know that the debt 

that we owe our veterans is 
beyond repayment, but we come 
here today to thank you all for 
your honorable service.” 

The Quilts of Valor 
Foundation was started in 2003 
by Catherine Roberts, and since 
then, volunteers nationwide 
have  made  260,805 and 
counting Quilts of Valor that 
go to combat zone veterans and 
those currently serving. 

Misty Mountain Quilters’ 
Guild members have themselves 
awarded over 800 Quilts of 
Valor to local veterans and 
injured active-duty troops in 
Germany and Afghanistan, and 
to Veterans Affairs Medical 
Centers in the U.S. 

“Veterans, it is our honor 
to give you this quilt,” Local 
Guild Member Anna Stone 

said Saturday. “First, we honor 
you for your service. We highly 
respect that you left all you held 
dear and stood in harm's way to 
protect our country. 

“Secondly, our quilters 
understand that freedom is not 
free. The cost of our freedom 
is the dedication of lives of our 
service members, and our quilts 
are meant to say thank you for 
all you have endured to keep 
us free. 

“Finally, this quilt was 
meant to comfort you and to let 
you know that your quilt was 
stitched with love and prayer 
and healing thoughts. We hope 
that when you need a hug, you 
will wrap up in this quilt and 
let it provide you with that hug, 
warmth and comfort.” 

Veterans who received a 
quilt that day were appreciative 
of the award and thankful to the 
quilters who put in the time to 
hand stitch each quilt. 

“It is probably the best 
thing that has happened for 
years in my life,” Clair Reed 
said. “I came to a not so good 
environment when I got back 
from Vietnam, and I didn’t 
talk about it and I didn’t deal 
with it. 

“This is truly an honor 
for me. That is why I moved to 
Georgia, is the people – it is the 
people, and I am thankful for 
what they have done for me.” 

Those  who know a 
combat veteran can nominate 
him or her for a Quilt of Valor by 
visiting QOVF.org and clicking 
the “Learn How To” dropdown 
box for more information. 

People who would like to 
find out how to assist the local 
guild with its sacred mission 
of honoring veterans can visit 
www.mistymountainquiltguild.
org.

Dan Wickersham, com-
mander, Blairsville Ameri-
can Legion Ira Weaver Post 
121 recently appointed a new 

Blairsville American Legion Ira Weaver Post 121 appoints Chaplain and Historian
Chaplain and historian 
for the Post.

The new Chap-
lain, Richard Hoibraten, 
serves following the de-
cision by former Chap-
lain Phil Gatlin to step 
down for health and oth-
er personal reasons.

The Reverand 
Hoibraten served in the 
U.S. Navy beginning in 
1969, first as an electri-
cian on board ship and 
then in aviation. He 
later joined the Seebees 

where he spent his career un-
til being called to ministry. 
He attended Emory’s Can-

dler School of Theology and 
served as a Methodist pastor 
in central Georgia. He had 
discovered Union County in 
the 1980s, but currently lives 
in Towns County. He is mar-
ried to a Methodist pastor 
serving in Baton Rouge, LA. 
They have several grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren. 
Rev. Hoibraten also serves as 
Chaplain for the local Seebees 
veterans’ unit and other orga-
nizations in the area.

Chaplain Gatlin had 
been noted for his efforts 
to visit and serve especially 
older veterans in area senior 

centers. He will remain active 
with the Post and assist Chap-
lain Hoibraten.

Marcus Tuschel replac-
es Jack Payne, who recently 
resigned the position, as the 
Post historian. Tuschel served 
in the U.S. Army from 1957 
to 1963. Besides serving in 
the National Guard in Wis-
consin and California he also 
served with the Sixteenth In-
fantry Combat Support Group 
in Germany. Later he served 
with the Army Rangers and 
then Special Forces where 
he saw duty in eight different 
nations. He arrived in Union 
County in 2004 and serves 
with the House of Prayer 
and Blairsville First Baptist 
Church in a variety of capaci-
ties.

All veterans are encour-
aged to attend the American 
Legion and The AL Auxiliary 
monthly meeting, November 
17 beginning at 6:30 PM. 
SAL & ALR meetings are the 
second Thursday at 6 PM. All 
are held in the Major Leon 
Davenport Veteran’s Center at 
78 Blue Ridge St.

The American Legion is 
the largest and one of the old-
est and most inclusive of all 

veterans’ organizations world-
wide and devotes itself to mu-
tual helpfulness, mentoring 
youth, advocating patriotic 
honor, promoting strong na-
tional security, and continued 

devotion to fellow service 
members and veterans. 

For more information 
contact the Post at ALPOST 
121@gmail.com. The website 
is LEGIONPOST121.org.


